
Rural Development
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Rural Development 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of 
the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

Dear Applicant: 

Thank you for your interest in our Single Family Housing (SFH) Home Repair program through Rural 
Development.   

Prior to submitting your application, you can complete a property assessment to determine if your 
property is located in an eligible area.  The link for the property assessment is below:   
https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=sfpd    

Enclosed is the application package to apply for the SFH Home Repair program through Rural 
Development.  

The application package includes the following: 

Section 1 – Supplemental guidance for filing an application if you choose Option 1 or Option 2 below: 
• Working with a Loan Application Packager (Information for applying using Option 1)
• Transmitting Single Family Housing Direct Applications via eForms and eForms Quick Reference

(Information for applying using Option 2)

Section 2 – The following forms must be completed, signed and returned to Rural Development: 
• Attachment 12-E, Checklist of Items to Accompany the Uniform Residential Loan Application

(fully complete and return all applicable items on this checklist)
• Form RD 410-4, Uniform Residential Loan Application (fully complete all sections and return)

(NOTE: If submitting your application via eForms (Option 2), the 410-4 is completed on the
eForms site)

• Form RD 3550-1, Authorization to Release Information (each applicant to sign/date separate
forms)

• Form RD 3550-4, Employment and Asset Certification (fully complete all sections and return)

Section 3 – Additional information regarding the SFH Direct Home Loan program: 
• SFH Repair Loans and Grants Fact Sheet (for your records)
• Exhibit 4-4, Indicators of Unacceptable Credit Guidelines (for your records)

https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=sfpd


To apply, complete all the applicable items in the attached 12-E Checklist of Items to Accompany the 
Uniform Residential Loan Application and submit the package using one of the options below (which 
are listed in no particular order – you choose the option that works best for you):  

Option 1: Work with a loan application packager.  See “Working with a Loan Application Packager” 
located in Section 1 of this application package for more information. 

Option 2: Apply online via eForms.  For instructions, see “Transmitting Single Family Housing Direct 
Applications via eForms” and “eForms Quick Reference Guide” located in Section 1 of this 
application package for more information.  

Option 3: Return to a local Rural Development office: 

Email to: 
Mail to:  

To locate a Rural Development Service Center, go to:  
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=us&agency=rd 

IMPORTANT: If any item, information and/or signature is missing, your application is considered 
incomplete and you will be contacted and asked to provide the missing pieces.  

To qualify for the SFH Home Repair program, your household’s adjusted annual income must be 
within our established income limit based on household size and location.  The income limits can be 
found online at: https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/RD-DirectLimitMap.pdf  

During your loan approval process, you will be instructed to watch the Agency’s online applicant 
orientation video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxobzC24FfU&feature=youtu.be  

For more information, go to HB-1-3550, Direct Single Family Housing Loans and Grants – Field Office 
Handbook: https://www.rd.usda.gov/resources/directives/handbooks  

Final determination of eligibility is made by Rural Development upon receipt of a complete application. 

Thank you for choosing Rural Development, if you have questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact your local Rural Development office.   

https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=us&agency=rd
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/RD-DirectLimitMap.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxobzC24FfU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.rd.usda.gov/resources/directives/handbooks


  
Supplemental guidance for filing  

an application if you choose  
Option 1 or Option 2 listed on the 

cover page. 



Working with a Loan Application Packager

What is a loan application packager? 

A loan application packager provides an optional service to an applicant seeking a housing loan by 
helping to navigate the loan application process.  A packager can help determine if the Section 504 
Home Repair Program is a good fit and, if so, help to assemble a complete loan application package.  

Loan application packaging fees can generally be included in the Rural Development loan.  Packagers do 
not work for or represent Rural Development.   

How do I file an application with the guidance of a loan application packager? 

To locate a loan application packager, you can contact a loan packager from the attached list of local 
packagers in your area (if applicable). 



List of Loan Application Packagers for 
If box is checked, our state does not maintain a list of local packagers.  

Entity Name Contact Phone Email Website Counties Served 

(Information for submitting your application via a loan application packager - Option 1.)

https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/RD-SFH-IntermediaryMap.pdf
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TRANSMITTING SINGLE FAMILY HOUSING DIRECT APPLICATIONS 
VIA EFORMS 

Rural Development in _______________________________ accepts Single Family Housing 
Direct (SFHD) Section 502 and 504 applications thru electronic submission using the eForms 
site.  The eForms site allows applicants and individuals working on behalf of the applicant to 
search for and complete forms to apply for the SFHD programs.  With the eForms site, users can 
electronically submit all the items listed on Attachment 3-J for the Section 502 program (with the 
exception of the credit report fee) or on Attachment 12-E for the Section 504 program.  

The eForms user guide, training, and handout can be found on the Single Family Housing Direct 
Home Loans website (under To Apply), Single Family Housing Repair Loans & Grants website 
(under To Apply), and on the Direct Loan Application Packagers website.  As outlined in the 
materials, eForms is beneficial to both the submitter and to the Agency.   

• For the submitter, eForms provides a convenient and secured way to submit a loan
application package.

• For the Agency, eForms streamlines the application process and reduces paper
consumption (which is good for the environment).  In addition, applications that are
"accepted" in eForms automatically upload into the Agency’s origination system so they
can be "parsed" for further processing.

To start the process, please follow the steps on the attached eForms Quick Reference Guide.  

If you have questions, our state eForms point of contact, _______________________________,  

can be reached at _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________.  

(Information for submitting your application via eForms - Option 2.)

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-direct-home-loans
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-direct-home-loans
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fprograms-services%2Fservices%2Fdirect-loan-application-packagers&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6d29e6dd8a9140bf58eb08d7d1ca151d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637208538176047436&sdata=n7k3PtZocm1hMSLc6dVR6cr0GCMO5S0KtOUy88x5tBY%3D&reserved=0
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EFORMS QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

Step 1:  Obtain a USDA eAuthentication account with a verified identity.  
o Click on https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration.
o Select “Customer” and click continue.  Enter your email address and click submit.
o You will receive a notice that an email has been sent to complete the registration process.
o Log into your email account and locate the email with a subject line of “eAuth – Confirm Email”.  The

email will be from donotreply.icam@ocia.usda.gov.  Check your junk/spam folder if you do not see the
email in your inbox.

o In the email, click “Continue Registration”, enter the requested information (be sure to enter the
information exactly how it shows on your government issued ID), and select a password for your
eAuthentication account.  Once the password is accepted, click submit.

o At the top of the page, click “Manage Account”.
o From the dropdown menu click “Update Account”.
o If you are not logged in to your eAuthentication account, you

will be directed to the log in screen.  Enter your User ID
(email) and password.

o Scroll to and click “Verify My Identity” (as seen here). 

o Read the disclaimer and terms of service and click “I Agree”.
o On the Verify Identity screen, select “Verify my identity online (recommended)” and click continue.

o Finish completing the additional information based on your government issued photo ID and click
continue.

o Answer five identity verification questions.  If all five questions are answered correctly, the next screen
will state you have successfully completed the online identity verification process.  If online verification
is unsuccessful, you can retry the identity verification process or you can submit your application
through another acceptable means.

o For technical assistance with eAuthentication accounts contact eAuthHelpDesk@usda.gov or
1-800-457-3642 (Option #1).

Step 2: Using Internet Explorer, login to the eForms site with your User ID (email) and password.  
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home 

Step 3: Click “Browse Forms” from the menu options on the left.  

Step 4: At the Form Number search option, enter “410-4”.  Click search. 

Step 5: Click the “RD 410-4”  to open the form. 

Step 6: Complete the “RD 410-4” and click submit.   
Do not use punctuation in the “RD 410-4” form (e.g. enter “Road” instead of “Rd.”).  

Note:  Rural Development staff will not accept an 
application unless it is complete (including all applicable 
items listed on the Attachment 3-J or Attachment 12-E). If 
any documents are determined missing or incomplete 
during the review, the package will be returned to the user 
with explanation. A signature is not needed on the 
application (Form RD 410-4) when completed/submitted 
via eForms (as described in this guide). However, the other 
RD forms attached to the package will need a signature. 

(Information for submitting your application via eForms - Option 2.)

https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration
mailto:donotreply.icam@ocia.usda.gov
mailto:eAuthHelpDesk@usda.gov
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home
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Step 7: For easier selection of the office location, click Text Version 

 Select the following state/county/RD Office combination in eForms:  

State:   

County:   

RD Office:  

Step 8: Attach documents required in the Attachment 3-J for Section 502 or Attachment 12-E for Section 504.  
Click add.   

Browse to locate the documents on your computer, select the document, enter a brief description, and click add.  
Repeat until all documents are added.  To save time, combine all documents into a single PDF on your 
computer and add that single PDF.     

Step 9: Click submit. 

For technical assistance with the eForms site contact rd.hd@usda.gov or 1-800-457-3642 (Option #2). 

Be sure to retain your User ID and password.  If the loan closes, this information can be used to 
make the mortgage payment online.   

(Information for submitting your application via eForms - Option 2.)

mailto:rd.hd@usda.gov


The following forms must be 
fully completed, signed and returned. 







all , starting at Section III

0.00



all



 (Fully complete all sections.)



⇓

(Fully complete all sections.)



Each of the undersigned specifically represents to Lender and to Lender’s actual or potential agents, brokers, processors, attorneys, insurers, services,
successors and assigns and agrees and acknowledges that:  (1) the information provided in this application is true and correct as of the date set forth opposite
my signature and that any intentional or negligent misrepresentation of this information contained in this application may result in civil liability, including
monetary damages, to any person who may suffer any loss due to reliance upon any misrepresentation that I have made on this application, and/or in
criminal penalties including, but not limited to, fine or imprisonment or both under the provisions of Title 18, United States Code, Sec. 1001, et seq.;  (2)
the loan requested pursuant to this application (the “loan”) will be secured by a mortgage or deed of trust on the property described herein;  (3) the property
will not be used for any illegal or prohibited purpose or use;  (4) all statements made in this application are made for the purpose of obtaining a residential
mortgage loan;  (5) the property will be occupied as indicated herein;  (6) any owner or servicer of the Loan may verify or reverify any information
contained in the application from any source named in this application, and Lender, its successors or assigns may retain the original and/or an electronic
record of this application, even if the Loan is not approved;  (7) the Lender and its agents, brokers, insurers, servicers, successors and assigns may
continuously rely on the information contained in the application, and I am obligated to amend and/or supplement the information provided in this
application if any of the material facts that I have represented herein should change prior to closing of the Loan;  (8) in the event that my payments on
the Loan become delinquent, the owner or servicer of the Loan may, in addition to any other rights and remedies that it may have relating to such
delinquency, report my name and account information to one or more consumer credit reporting agencies;  (9) ownership of the Loan and/or administration
of the Loan account may be transferred with such notice as may be required by law;  (10) neither Lender nor its agents, brokers, insurers, servicers, successors
or assigns has made any representation or warranty, express or implied, to me regarding the property or the condition or value of the property; and (11) my
transmission of this application as an “electronic record” containing my “electronic signature,” as those terms are defined in applicable federal and/or state
laws (excluding audio and video recordings), or my facsimile transmission of this application containing a facsimile of my signature, shall be as effective,
enforceable and valid as if a paper version of this application were delivered containing my original written signature.

IX. ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND AGREEMENT

X. INFORMATION FOR GOVERNMENT MONITORING PURPOSES

The following information is requested by the Federal Government for certain types of loans related to a dwelling in order to monitor
the lender’s compliance with equal credit opportunity, fair housing and home mortgage disclosure laws.  You are not required to
furnish this information, but are encouraged to do so.  The law provides that a lender may discriminate neither on the basis of this
information, or on whether you choose to furnish it.  If you furnish the information, please provide both ethnicity and race.  For race,
you may check more than one designation.  If you do not furnish ethnicity, race, or sex, under Federal regulations, this lender is
required to note the information on the basis of visual observation or surname.  If you do not wish to furnish the information, please
check the box below.  (Lender must review the above material to assure that the disclosures satisfy all requirements to which the
lender is subject under applicable state law for the particular type of loan applied for.)

Internet

Ethnicity:       Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino

Continuation For/Residential Loan Application
Applicant#1 (A1)

Applicant#2 (A2)

Use if you need more space to
complete the Residential Loan
Application Mark A1 for Applicant
#1 or A2 for Applicant #2

Agency Account Number:

Lender Account Number:

BORROWER         I do not wish to furnish this information CO-BORROWER         I do not wish to furnish this information

Ethnicity:      Hispanic or Latino  Not Hispanic or Latino

Race American Indian or    Asian           Black or
Alaska Native     African American

Native Hawaiian or    White
Other Pacific Islander

Race American Indian or    Asian           Black or
Alaska Native     African American

Native Hawaiian or   White
Other Pacific Islander

To be Completed by Interviewer

This application was taken by:

face-to-face interview

by mail

by telephone

Interviewer’s Name 

Interviewer’s Signature

Interviewer’s Phone Number

Date

Name and Address of Interviewer’s Employer
Sex:  Female MaleSex: Female Male

all 

Ethnicity:

Sex: Sex:

BORROWER I do not wish to furnish this information CO-BORROWER I do not wish to furnish this information

Ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino

Race American Indian or  Asian Black or Race American Indian or  Asian Black or
Alaska Native African American Alaska Native African American

Native Hawaiian or White Native Hawaiian or White
Other Pacific Islander Other Pacific Islander

Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino

Female Male Female Male





15. Notices to Applicant
Privacy Act. See attached sheet.

Social Security Number. The Debt Collection Act of 1982, Pub. L. 97-365, and 31 U.S.C. 7701(c) require persons applying for a federally insured or guaranteed loan to furnish his or her

social security number (SSN). Failure to provide your SSN will result in the rejection of your application.

Right to Request Copy of Appraisal.  You have the right to a copy of the appraisal report used in connection with your application for credit.  If you wish a copy, please write us at the

address of the Rural Development Field Office where you made application.  In your written request, you must provide us with the complete name and address used when making

application as well as a current mailing address.  We must hear from you no later than 90 days after we notify you about the action taken on your credit application or you withdraw your

application.  The creditor, Rural Housing Service, may require you to reimburse the Agency for the cost of the appraisal.

Right to Financial Privacy Act of 1978,12 U.S.C. 3401, et seq. You authorize RHS to have access to financial records held by financial institutions in connection with the consider-

ation or administration of assistance to you. Financial records involving your loan and loan application will be available to RHS without further notice or authorization  but will not

be disclosed or released by RHS to another Government agency or department without your consent except as required or permitted by law.

Federal collection policies for consumer debts: Delinquencies, defaults, foreclosures and abuses of mortgage loans involving programs of the Federal Government can be costly and

detrimental to your credit, now and in the future. The Federal Government, as mortgage lender in this transaction, its agencies, agents and assigns, are authorized to take any and all of the

following actions in the event loan payments become delinquent on the mortgage loan covered by this application: (1 ) Report your name and account information to a credit bureau; (2) Assess

additional interest and penalty charges for the period of time that payment is not made; (3) Assess charges to cover additional administrative costs incurred by the Government to service

your account; (4) Offset amounts owed to you under other Federal programs; (5) Refer your account  to a private attorney, the United States Department of Justice, a collection agency, or

mortgage servicing agency to collect the amount due, and foreclose the mortgage, sell the property, and seek judgment against you for any deficiency; (6) If you are a current or retired Federal

employee, take action to offset your salary, or civil service retirement benefits; (7) Refer your debt to the Internal Revenue Service for offset against any amount owed to you as an income tax

refund; and (8) Report any resulting written-off debt of yours to the Internal Revenue Service as your taxable income. All of these actions can and will be used to recover any debts owed when

it is determined  to be in the interest of the lender and/or Federal Government to do so.

Unlawful Discrimination. “The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,

religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require

alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or

call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in real estate-related transactions, or in the terms or conditions of such a transaction, because of race, color, religion, sex, disability,

familial status, or national origin.  If you believe you have been discriminated against for any of these reasons, you can write the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,

Washington, D.C. 20410 or call (800) 669-9777.

Certification. As the applicant, I certify to the best of my knowledge and belief; (1 ) I am not presently debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered

transactions by any Federal department or agency; (2) I have not within a three year period preceding this proposal been convicted or had a civil judgment rendered against me for

commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, state, or local) transaction or contract under a public

transaction; or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification, or destruction of records, making false statement, or receiving stolen property; (3) I am not a judgment

debtor on an outstanding judgment in favor of the United States which was obtained in any Federal court other than the United States Tax Court; and (4) I am not delinquent of any

outstanding debt to the Federal Government (including any Federal agency or department).

The Federal Equal Credit Opportunity Act prohibits creditors from discriminating against credit applicants on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, national origin,

marital status, age (provided the borrower has the capacity to enter into a binding contract), because all or a part of the applicant’s income derives from any public assistance program, or because

the applicant has in good faith exercised any right under the Consumer Credit Protection Act.  If you believe you were denied a loan for this reason, you should contact the Federal Trade

Commission, Washington, DC. 20580.
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NOTICE TO APPLICANT REGARDING PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION

The information requested on this form is authorized to be collected by the Rural Housing Service (RHS), Rural Business-Cooperative
Services (RBS), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) or the Farm Service Agency (FSA) (“the agency”) by title V of the Housing Act of 1949, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.) or by the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.), or by other laws
administered by RHS, RBS, RUS or FSA.

Disclosure of information requested is voluntary. However, failure to disclose certain items of information requested, including your Social
Security Number or Federal Identification Number, may result in a delay in the processing of an application or its rejection. Information
provided may be used outside of the agency for the following purposes:

1. When a record on its face, or in conjunction with other records, indicates a violation or potential violation of law, whether civil,
criminal or regulatory in nature, and whether arising by general statute or particular program statute, or by regulation, rule, or order
issued pursuant thereto, disclosure may be made to the appropriate agency, whether Federal, foreign, State, local, or tribal, or other
public authority responsible for enforcing, investigating, or prosecuting such violation or charged with enforcing or implementing the
statute, or rule, regulation, or order issued pursuant thereto, if the information disclosed is relevant to any enforcement, regulatory,
investigative, or prosecutive responsibility of the receiving entity.

2. A Record from this system of records may be disclosed to a Member of Congress or to a congressional staff member in response to
an inquiry of the congressional office made at the written request of the constituent about whom the record is maintained.

3. Rural Development will provide information from this system to the U.S. Department of the Treasury and to other Federal agencies
maintaining debt servicing centers, in connection with overdue debts, in order to participate in the Treasury Offset Program as required
by the Debt Collection Improvement Act, Pub. L. 104-134, Section 31001.

4. Disclosure of the name, home address, and information concerning default on loan repayment when the default involves a security
interest in tribal allotted or trust land. Pursuant to the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12701 et
seq.), liquidation may be pursued only after offering to transfer the account to an eligible tribal member, the tribe, or the Indian Housing
Authority serving the tribe(s).

5. Referral of names, home addresses, social security numbers, and financial information to a collection or servicing contractor,
financial institution, or a local, State, or Federal agency, when Rural Development determines such referral is appropriate for servicing
or collecting the borrower’s account or as provided for in contracts with servicing or collection agencies.

6. It shall be a routine use of the records in this system of records to disclose them in a proceeding before a court or adjudicative
body, when: (a) the agency or any component thereof; or (b) any employee of the agency in his or her official capacity; or (c) any
employee of the agency in his or her individual capacity where the agency has agreed to represent the employee; or (d) the United States
is a party to litigation or has an interest in such litigation, and by careful review, the agency determines that the records are both relevant
and necessary to the litigation, provided; however, that in each case, the agency determines that disclosure of the records is a use of the
information contained in the records that is compatible with the purpose for which the agency collected the records.

7. Referral of names, home addresses, and financial information for selected borrowers to financial consultants, advisors, lending
institutions, packagers, agents and private or commercial credit sources, when Rural Development determines such referral is
appropriate to encourage the borrower to refinance the Rural Development indebtedness as required by title V of the Housing Act of
1949, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1471), or to assist the borrower in the sale of the property.

8. Referral of legally enforceable debts to the Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service (IRS), to be offset against any
tax refund that may become due the debtor for the tax year in which the referral is made, in accordance with the IRS regulations at 26
C.F.R. 301.6402-6T, Offset of Past Due Legally Enforceable Debt Against Overpayment, and under the authority contained in
31 U.S.C. 3720A.

9. Referral of information regarding indebtedness to the Defense Manpower Data Center, Department of Defense, and the United
States Postal Service for the purpose of conducting computer matching programs to identify and locate individuals receiving Federal
salary or benefit payments and who are delinquent in their repayment of debts owed to the U.S. Government under certain programs
administered by Rural Development in order to collect debts under the provisions of the Debt Collection Act of 1982 (5 U.S.C. 5514)
by voluntary repayment, administrative or salary offset procedures, or by collection agencies.

10. Referral of names, home addresses, and financial information to lending institutions when Rural Development determines the
individual may be financially capable of qualifying for credit with or without a guarantee.

11. Disclosure of names, home addresses, social security numbers, and financial information to lending institutions that have a lien
against the same property as Rural Development for the purpose of the collection of the debt. These loans can be under the direct and
guaranteed loan programs.

12. Referral to private attorneys under contract with either Rural Development or with the Department of Justice for the purpose of
foreclosure and possession actions and collection of past due accounts in connection with Rural Development.

13. It shall be a routine use of the records in this system of records to disclose them to the Department of Justice when: (a) The agency
or any component thereof; or (b) any employee of the agency in his or her official capacity where the Department of Justice has agreed
to represent the employee; or (c) the United States government, is a party to litigation or has an interest in such litigation, and by careful
review, the agency determines that the records are both relevant and necessary to the litigation and the use of such records by the
Department of Justice is therefore deemed by the agency to be for a purpose that is compatible with the purpose for which the agency
collected the records.



14. Referral of names, home addresses, social security numbers, and financial information to the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) as a record of location utilized by Federal agencies for an automatic credit prescreening system.

15. Referral of names, home addresses, social security numbers, and financial information to the Department of Labor, State Wage
Information Collection Agencies, and other Federal, State, and local agencies, as well as those responsible for verifying information
furnished to qualify for Federal benefits, to conduct wage and benefit matching through manual and/or automated means, for the
purpose of determining compliance with Federal regulations and appropriate servicing actions against those not entitled to program
benefits, including possible recovery of improper benefits.

16. Referral of names, home addresses, and financial information to financial consultants, advisors, or underwriters, when Rural
Development determines such referral is appropriate for developing packaging and marketing strategies involving the sale of Rural
Development loan assets.

17. Rural Development, in accordance with 31 U.S.C. 3711(e)(5), will provide to consumer reporting agencies or commercial reporting
agencies information from this system indicating that an individual is responsible for a claim that is current.

18. Referral of names, home and work addresses, home telephone numbers, social security numbers, and financial information to
escrow agents (which also could include attorneys and title companies) selected by the applicant or borrower for the purpose of closing
the loan.

19. Disclosures pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(b)(12):  Disclosures may be made from this system to consumer reporting agencies as
defined in the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. 1681a(f) or the Federal Claims Collection Act (31 U.S.C. 3701(a)(3)).
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NOTICE TO APPLICANT REGARDING PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION - CONTINUED



According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless as displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this
information collection is 0575-0172. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.







According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless as displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this
information collection is 0575-0172. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.







Form RD 3550-4 Form Approved
(Rev. 07-19) OMB No. 0575-0172

United States Department of Agriculture
Rural Housing Service

EMPLOYMENT AND ASSET CERTIFICATION

EMPLOYMENT CERTIFICATION

According to the Paperwork  Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of 
information  unless  it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information 
collection is 0575-0172. The  time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 5 
minutes per response, including the time for  reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering 
and maintaining the data needed, and completing and  reviewing the collection of information.

Check the appropriate blocks and account for all adult household members by listing their or  
your name under the applicable statement:

I hereby certify that the following adult household members are not presently 
employed and do not intend to resume employment in the foreseeable future: 

I hereby certify that the following adult household members are not presently 
employed but are actively seeking employment.  I agree to notify RHS  
immediately when they become reemployed:

I hereby certify that the following adult household members are currently 
employed.  I agree to notify RHS should their employment status change:

all

I hereby certify that the following adult household members are not presently y y g p y
employed and do not intend to resume employment in the foreseeable future: 

I hereby certify that the following adult household members are not presently y y g p
employed but are actively seeking employment.  I agree to notify RHS  p y y g p y
immediately when they become reemployed:

I hereby certify that the following adult household members are currentlyy y g y
employed.  I agree to notify RHS should their employment status change:



Household Member            Nonretirement Asset(s)
Total (in $)

ASSET CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that all nonretirement assets of all household members (adults and children) are 
listed below.  Nonretirement assets include, but are not limited to, savings accounts, stocks, bonds, 
Treasury bills, savings certifications, money market funds, investment accounts, equity in real 
property, revocable trust funds that are available to the household, lump-sum receipts, and personal 
property held as an investment.

The nonretirement asset levels are as follows:

APPLICANT

APPLICANT

APPLICANT

DATE

DATE

DATE

SECTION 1001 OF TITLE 18, UNITED STATES CODE PROVIDES: ''WHOEVER, IN ANY MATTER WITHIN THE 
JURISDICTION OF ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES KNOWINGLY AND WILL-  
FULLY FALSIFIES, CONCEALS OR COVERS UP BY ANY TRICK, SCHEME, OR DEVICE A MATERIAL FACT, OR  
MAKES ANY FALSE, FICTITIOUS OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENTS OR REPRESENTATIONS, OR MAKES OR  
USES ANY FALSE WRITING OR DOCUMENT KNOWING THE SAME TO CONTAIN ANY FALSE, FICTITIOUS  
OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT OR ENTRY, SHALL BE FINED UNDER THIS TITLE OR IMPRISONED NOT  
MORE THAN FIVE YEARS, OR BOTH.''

all 

The nonretirement asset levels are as follows:

APPLICANT DATE

APPLICANT DATE

DATEAPPLICANT

Household Member   Nonretirement Asset(s)
Total (in $)



Additional information regarding the 
SFH Home Repair program. 



Together, America Prospers

Single Family Housing Repair Loans and Grants

What does this 

program do? 

Also known as the Section 

504 Home Repair program, it 

provides loans to very-low-income 

homeowners to repair, improve, 

or modernize their homes, or 

provides grants to elderly, 

very-low-income homeowners to 

remove health and safety hazards. 

Who can apply 

for this program? 

To qualify, you must: 

• Be the homeowner and occupy

the house

• Be unable to obtain affordable

credit elsewhere

• Have a family income within the

very-low-income limit

• For grants, be age 62 or older

and not be able to repay a

repair loan

What is an eligible area? 

Properties must be located in an 

eligible rural area. You can visit 

the USDA Income and Property 

Eligibility website (available at this 

link: https://go.usa.gov/xzcdM) for 

complete details. 

How can funds be used? 

• Loans can be used to repair, improve,

or modernize homes, or to remove

health and safety hazards.

• Grants must be used to remove

health and safety hazards.

How much money can I get? 

• Maximum loan is $40,000.

• Maximum grant is $10,000.

• Loans and grants can be combined

for up to $50,000 in assistance.

What are the terms of the loan 
or grant? 

• Loans are repaid over 20 years.

• Loan interest rate is fixed at 1 percent.

• Full title service is required for loans

greater than $25,000.

• Grants have a lifetime limit of $10,000.

• Grants must be repaid if  the property

is sold in less than three years.

• If  applicants can repay part - but not

all - of  the costs, they may be offered

a loan and grant combination.

Is there a deadline to apply? 

Applications are available year-round 

as long as funding is available, 

and are processed in the order they 

are received. 

How long does an application take? 

Approval times depend on funding 

availability in your area. Talk to a state 

or area office-based USDA home loan 

specialist (a map is available at this link: 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/browse-state) 

for help with your application. 

How do I get started? 

Contact a USDA home loan specialist 

(information is available at this link: 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/browse-state) 

in your area. 

What governs this program? 

• The Housing Act of  1949

as amended; 7 CFR, Part

3550 (available at this link:

https://go.usa.gov/xzcvG)

• HB-1-3550 - Direct Single Family

Housing Program Field Office

Handbook (available at this link:

https://go.usa.gov/xzcvM - PDF)

NOTE: Because citations and other information is subject to change, always consult 

the program instructions listed in the section above titled “What Governs This 
Program?” You can also contact your local office for assistance (a list is available 

at this link: https://go.usa.gov/xzjP7). You will find additional forms, resources, 

and program information at rd.usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender.

Last Updated March 2022

(Be sure to read the SFH Repair Loans and Grants Fact Sheet.)



Exhibit 4-4 
Indicators of Unacceptable Credit 

Little or no credit history. The lack of credit history on the credit report may be mitigated if the applicant 
can document a willingness to pay recurring debts through other acceptable means such as third party 
verifications or canceled checks. Due to impartiality issues, third party verifications from relatives of 
household members are not permissible. 

Payments on any installment account, on a per account basis, where the amount of the delinquency 
exceeded one installment for more than 30 days within the last 12 months. 

Payments on any revolving account, on a per account basis, which was delinquent for more than 30 days on 
two or more occasions within the last 12 months. 

A foreclosure that has been completed within the last 36 months. 

An outstanding Internal Revenue Service (IRS) tax lien or any other outstanding tax liens with no 
satisfactory arrangement for payment. 

Two or more rent or mortgage payments paid 30 or more days late within the last 2 years. If the applicant 
has experienced no other credit problems in the past 2 years, only 1 year of rent history will be evaluated. 
This requirement may be waived if the program loan will reduce shelter costs significantly and contribute 
to improved repayment ability. 

Outstanding collection accounts with a record of irregular payments with no satisfactory arrangements for 
repayment, or collection accounts that were paid in full within the last 6 months, unless the applicant had 
been making regular payments previously. 

Non-Agency debts written off within the last 36 months, unless the debt was paid in full at least 12 months ago. 

Agency debts that were debt settled within the past 36 months, or are being considered for debt settlement. 

Delinquency on a federal debt. 

A court-created or court-affirmed obligation or judgment caused by nonpayment that is currently 
outstanding or has been outstanding within the last 12 months, except: 

A bankruptcy in which: 

Debts were discharged more than 36 months prior to the date of application; or 

Where an applicant successfully completed a bankruptcy debt restructuring plan and has 
demonstrated a willingness to meet obligations when due for the 12 months prior to the date of 
application. 

A judgment satisfied more than 12 months before the date of application. 

An applicant with an outstanding judgment obtained by the United States in a Federal court, other than 
the United States Tax Court, is not eligible for a Section 502 loan. This requirement is statutory and 
cannot be waived. 

Note: To be eligible for a Section 504 Home Repair program, applicants must demonstrate that they are reasonably able 
and willing to repay an Agency loan. An applicant's credit record does not have to be perfect; a few instances of credit 
problems can be acceptable if an applicant's overall credit record demonstrates an ability and willingness to repay 
obligations. (An applicant with an outstanding judgment obtained by the United States in a Federal court, other than the 
United States Tax court, is not eligible for a Section 504 loan or grant. This requirement is statutory and cannot be 
waived.)



Dear Applicant, 

This is the end of the Single Family Housing Direct Home Repair application package. 

Prior to submitting your application, please check the following items:  

 Check that all sections on all forms are fully completed.

 Check that all forms are signed and dated.

 Make sure all applicable items listed on Attachment 12-E, Checklist of Items to

Accompany the Uniform Residential Application are provided with the application

package.

 Repair Bid(s) including an itemized description of repairs, material and labor must be

submitted with the application package.

IMPORTANT: If any item, information and/or signature is missing, your application is 
considered incomplete and you will be contacted and asked to provide the missing pieces. 

Please forward the entire application package to one of the options listed on the cover page. 

Thank you for choosing USDA Rural Development. 

Respectfully, 

USDA Rural Development 
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